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The Second Impreſſion, more Correit, and Enlarged : With ſome Reflettion 


ES Fourth as BIA,  T,  & Nh - 3 a © 


A N 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Concerning this 


Second Impreſſion, 


H E firſt Impreſſton of this plain Country Diſcours ha- 
| ving. under gon ſome ſevere: Cenſures : The Author 
| thought himſelf obliged unto the trouble of a Second, in 
indication of himſelf , and to deliver his well-meant Diſcours 
from the Charge of ſuch Imputations, which the Author hath 
ts endeauoured to do ;, and 1 f he be not too fond unto himſelf 
( as moſt Men uſually are) opes he hath in | ſome meaſure 
effeted his Deſign. Beſides, nos it was in the General 
approved by fo Candid Readers, yet by ſome others (whoſe 
Paſſions, probably, were warmer than their Zeal) that Part 
of the Diſcours that related unto the Occaſion for which it 
was Preached, was cenſured, as if it ſeemed too Gentle, and 
Muild, and that he did rather ſtroke, than roughly handle the 
Wound, which ſhould have been Launced and Cauterized. 
Nulla Remedia tam faciunt dolorem, quam que ſunt 
falutaria. It is a fleight Healing which doth not ſearch the 
wound unto the Quick. Jeremiah wi. 10. 11. Thoſe Pro- 
phets and Prieſts are ſaid to have dealt falſly, that cured the = 
A. 2 0 
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© Advertiſement. 
of the Daughters of my People fleightly , ſaying,Peace, Peace, 


Tit. . 13- when there 15 no Peace. St. Paul gives allowance unto a Cutting 


Reprehenfion. When W ickedneſs 1s ſo pernicious as to devour like 
a Cancer,(which Compariſon that Apoſtle uſeth,and applyeth unto 
Hymeneus, and Philetus, 27m. 11. 6. two deſperate Sinners, 
and profligate Wretches, that like ſome in our Days, by their 
prophane, and wain Bablings, did pervert the Truth of the 
Evangelical Daoftrin, and thereby made an Encreaſe unto 
more Ungodlineſs,as the ſame Apoſtle declares in the vers prece- 
ding, 1 T un4i. 16.) and thereupon deſtroys the Reputation, and 
Welfare of a Kingdom. It ar gues.the Phyſitians Skill as well as 
Care,when the Preſcripts he appoints are ſuted not unto the Paſ- 
frons, but the Needs of tbe Patient. Qui miſericordiam pec- 
cato impertit, peccanti denegat. - But this is not ſo very 
Conſiderable an Objeftion, as highly to deſerv, or much need 
an Anſwer. And they that know the Author, He hopes (if 
this be Crime) will impute it to the Moderation of his Natu- 
ral Temper, rather than unto any Indifferenc, or Luke-warm- 
neſs in his Principles. However, for ſuch Mens Satisfa@tion, 
(being in St. Paul's ſens, 1. e. in all indifferent Actions that 
have not a Command from God, or Superiors, to make them 
neceſſary, and obligatory; defrrous to become all things unto 
all Men, that he might gain ſome, x Cor. 22. 22. ) be hath 
been willing to offer ſome little Violenc unto the Softneſs of his 
Temper. And therefor in this Second Impreſſton hath ſomewhat 
Jharpned his Pen, and put a little more Gall into his Ink, not 
with the leaſt Intention to exaſperate the Humours of the 
Guilty, or to irritate, and enrage the Paſſins of any that may 
be concerned in the- Crimes herein Reprehended ; but to lay 
open the Guilt of Rebellion , whichis ſo Enormous a Crime, 

that 


Advertiſement. 


that it cannot be too ſeverely Expoſed , or have too much ſaid 
againſt it , eſpecially if we duly, and ferioufly conſider the Mij- 
chievous Conſequences of it in our late Days. The Days in 
which the greateſi Hypocriſy, and Impiety were Tranſafted 
under the moſi ſpecious wizard of the ſiriefeſt Piety. When 
(if ever finc of Incarnation of the Holy Feſus) the Phariſes 
were Perſonated (againſt whom our Bleſſed Lord was ſo ſevere, 
and ſo greatly incenſed, that He calls them by as Odious a Tti- 

tle, as did his Preecurior, when he ſaid they were a Genera- 
tion of Vipers) For in that Age we had a fort of Per- = 
ſons, a Sect of Men, that corrupted the Purity of the Goſ- 
pel, as much as ever the Phariſes did pervert the true ſens 

of the Law, and would have much better liked their $4- 
wutor, if He had appeared as the Lyon of the. Tribe of Judah, 

then as the Lamb of God, who was to be the Propittation for 

the Sins of the Whole World. And would have looked upon 1 5:.Jot. 
him as a more Proper , and Compleat Redeemer, if he had © ” 
Redeemed them with the Blood of their Enemies, rather 
then with his own. Nay, Laſily, becauſe he onc ſaid, 1 
came to bring a Sword upon the Farth, they would 5. mar. 
pervert his meaning , and make Him the Patron of Rebel- '** 
lion, that w1s as Loyal, and Obedient unto Government, as 

he was Immaculate, and Holy in his Life and Converſation. 

For he was like unto a: Lamb (that being without Spot, and 
without Blemiſh, was to be Sacrificed) in the moſt literal ſens 
cunto which Creature he ts frequently in Holy Writ compared ; 

and by which under the Levitic Oeconomy, as well the 
Excellency of his Temper, as the Purity of his Nature was 
typified, and repreſented) as Mild and Gentle as to his Na- 
tural Qualities, and Diſpoſition, as in his Body and Soul, Inno- 


cent,- 


Advertiſement. 
cent, and without Guile ; which it was highly and indeſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary he ſhould be in order to his effecting, and accompliſh- 
ing the great Ends and Purpoſes of his Advent into the World ;, 
and likewiſe to Anſwer the GharaGters the Author to the He- 
brews gives of Him, that he might he ſuch an one as. was 
fit for us. Chap. vit. 26, For ſuch an High Prieſt be- 
came us, who is Holy, Harmleſs, Undefiled, ſeparate 
from Sinners ; and by theſe Qualifications ( as the ſame 
Author tells us in the ſame Epiſtle, five Chapters before, Chap. 
11.6.) He was made a Merciful, and Faithful High -=ijs 
in Py: pertaining unto God, to make Reconciliation for the 


Sins of the People: By which Properties, Attributes, and 


Perfections , he was fit to be in the Divine and Irreverſible 


Rer. 12.8. Decree of Heaven, the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation 
of the World. 


(+) 


| PSA LM Lxxiu. Ver. 1. 
Truly God is good unto Iſrael, even unto ſuch 


as are of a clean heart. 


SECT L 


The INTRODUCTION. 
Otwithſtanding unto Pious Men do frequently occurr great Im- 
pediments in their way unto future Happineſs, yet nothing 

( uſually ) 1s more hazardous, than an uninterrupted Aﬀflu- 

enc of external things. For as whe it falls upon themſelvs, 


it 1s ready to flacken the Reins of Duty, ſo when it lights upon thoſe 
whoſe Opinions and Practices declare them Prophane and Debauch'd, 
whoſe wickedneſles meet with a ſucceſs ſutable unto their Deſires, then 
it ſtrikes deep, and commonly raiſes thoſe ſtorms in Religion, which 
are not eaſily calmed, and ſhakes that very Foundation, which the Reli- 
gious Education of many years had laid. For our own, and others expe- | 
rienc informs us, that nothing offers more Doubts and Scruples in Reli- y 
gion, than ſucceſsful Villanies, nor gives a deeper Wound unto a pious 
cours of life, than proſperous Impieties. To ſee thoſe Iy upon beds 
of Ivory , and ſtretch themſelvs upon their Couches, whole Oppreſſions 
have wrung ſo many tears from others. To find an Impious W retch 
without regret poileſſing his Neighbors Vineyard. Laſtly, To ſee thoſe 
eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and the Calvs out of the midſt of the Stall, 
Amos 6. 4, 6. which they had taken from thoſe that are ready to ſtarv, 
and after all this, to ſee ſuch violenc dy in Peace, and quiet!y laid in 
' its Tomb. To ſee (I ſay) all this, and much more may prove an 
| high Temptation to the Reſt, an Encouragement ſor the Prophane to deny 
a God, and doth (uſuaily,) deſtroy more than the greateſt care _ 
| | 3 


Ver. 2. 
Ver. 13s 


Seft. II. 
The Sens 


and Diviſi- 


on of the 
Words, 


(2) 
ſerv. This the good Pſalmiſt gives us in this Pſalm a full account of, from 
his own Example, who aitho he had the Occurrences of ſuch Troubles; 
as coſt him many a Tear, / ſo many as ſometimes to water his Couch 
therewith ) yet they could never chang the ſoundneſs of his Judgment 
concerning God and his Provicenc, whereas he aſcertains us here, that 
a Reflection upon thar lofty, and fortunate ſtate that wicked Men undi- 
ſturbedly enjoy, gave him ſome aſtoniſhment ; I ſay, ſich a looking 
back made him almoſt loos his ftanding, and his Footſteps had well- 
nioh ſlipr. Tt this Temptation prett the Pſalmilt fo hard, as to ſay, 
Verily, I have cleanſed my Heart in vain, and waſhed my Hands in Inno- 
rency. We have no reaſon to find fault with him for putting 
up Tabulam poit Nanfragium , and out of a tru fens of the greatneſs ot 
the Delivery, particularly to declare the hazard and ſharpnels of the Ad- 
venture. With how much exactneſs do's he deſcribe thoſe Shelvs and 
Rocks againſt which he was like to have ſplit his Veſſel. And how 
thankfully do's he point out thoſe Quickſands, whercin he had almoſt 
Shipwrack*d both his Faith and Conſcienc. And laſtly, With how 
great a Triumph do's he Pzana concenrexe, ling a Victorious 'Eminar to 
that Fortunate Star, that was his Auſpicious Conduttor and Guide, for 
direQing and bringing him ſafe to his deſired Haven and Harbor? How 
willingly do's he own his brutiſh Folly and Ignoranc ? How thankfully 
do's he kiſs that hand that led him out of that Labyrinth, and being full 
of thanks empties himfelf into an IntroduCtion to his Diſcours, which a 
ſens of God's Goodneſs pathetically forced him unto, and from thoſe 
uſeful Occurrences to conclude a tru and comfortable Propoſition, Truly 
God is good unto Iſrael, even unto ſuch as are of a clean heart. | 
The words are a kind of abrupt Propoſition, whereby the Prophet by a 
Paralepſis (which is very uſual in Holy Scripture) ſuppreſſing the conflicts 
of theFleſh andSpirit,and ſuddenly recovering himſelf from thoſe difficul- 
ties he lay under,propounds this Concluſion,and aftirms, That how ſorely 
foever the Calamuties of this World preſs God's People,yet his Goodneſs is 
always preſent with them for their Comfort, Help and Afſittanc. Sorhen 
the general Meaning and Import of theſe words ſeems to be this, That it 
15a certain and infallibleTruth,that God is not only Juſt and Faithful, but 
Gracious and Kind unto every tru, ſincere-hearted, and upright Man ; 


* For truly God # good unto Iſrael, even to ſuch as are of a clean heart. 


1. A General Propoſition, Truly God is good, where we have Elohim, 
the Almighty God. mentioned with his Attiv Relativ Goodneſs.2. An 


| Object and Qualification : in reſpeCt of God, an Objett ; in reſpeCt of 


us, 


C3) 
us, 4 Qualification. 1. Then in refpe& of God an Object ; and fo it is 
indifinicely expreſſed by the word Iſrael, God is good unto Iſrael. 2. A 
Qualification in reſpeCt of us; and under that an Aſſignation of Condi- 
tion, uncer which the General Propoſition holds good, All are not 1/-ae/, 
that are of 7/rae/: So all are not Chriſtians, that are called Chriſtians, 
but it 1s fuch, and ſuch only as are of a clean heart ; and in this we have, 
1. A Quality appropriate to the Church, and to every particular 
Member thereof, Cleanneſs, Purity, or Holineſs. 2. With its ſubje& 
the Heart, and there we ſhafl enquire, 1. Why that alone, and no- 
thing elſe is exprefſed. 2. Whether that alone be ſufficient, and enough. 
3. We ſhall conſider them both together in both ſenſes of the word, as 
a ſincere, and as an undefiled Heart : In each of which I ſhall, as I 
proceed, view all the ſeveral -Guilts oppoſed to either notion of 


Cleanndfs, and fee how far each one of them, or all put together, 


remove us from any Intereſt in the Lord's Goodneſs, which is the na- 
tural Application of each Part. Thridly and Laſtly, Here is a Pathetical 
Aſervation , Truly, which ſignifies the Truth, and Certainty of the 
thing ſpoken of, recommending the Belief of it to others. Theſe are 
the ſeveral parts of the Text, of theſe in their Order. 


ww rn 


Firſt then, A General Propoſition, Truly God is Good, where we have $a. rr. 
Elohim, the Almighty God, mentioned with his Attiv, and Relatiy 7k Fr 


Goodneſs. Now this will the more clearly appear, if we confider the 


Fart a Ges 
neral Pyg- 


ſeveral Qualifications of a Being, or a Thing that is Good. I will name pojris« , 


jour, or tive. 1. A Good is taken for that which is Juſt, and Equi- I'"uly 
table; and thus God is Good, Righteous in his Dealings, Faithful in goog, 


his Promiſes, and Tru unto the Intereſts of his People. 2. A Good is 
accepted for that which is Excellent, and thus alfo God is Good : For 
whatſoever Excellency is in the Creature, it came from, 4nd yet (till is 
eminently, and tranfcendently in God : He is the only Incxhauſtible 
Fountain of Goodneſs, and all thoſe PerfeQtions, and Excellencies thar 
are Communicable, he diſperſes and ſcatters among his Creatures, 
delighting in the Children of Men, and rejoycing over them to do them 
good. 3. By Good is underſtood that which is not flowing, and dif. 
continuing, but firm and permanent ; and thus likewiſe, God is Good, 
he is a laſting and perpetual Good, ever abiding, and continuing, and 
never failing his Creatures in the expreſſions: of his Goodneſs. 4.By Good 
is meant, that which is Profitable, Commodious, and Advantagious, 
and thus God 1s Good, ſo great a Good God is, that he who ſhould 
make an Exchang of him for the whole World, would be a Looſer by 

| B the 
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the Bargain; he is the grand B2nefaCtor of Mankind ; he ir is that ſtill 
continues doing good in the Acts of his Providence, as well as at firit 
in thoſe ot his Creation ; he it is that gives us rain from Heaven, and 
fruitful Seaſons, filling our hearts with food, and gladneſs, He is Deli- 
veranc to jus People from all their Troubles : For when they cry, he 
will hear them, and help them, and cel:ver them : He 1s their Salvation. 
5. Fiichly & Laſtly, A Good imports that vhichis competcnt,and ſukcient ; 
and in tltis ſens God 1s the moſt proper Good, he alone being the only fuf- 

ficient, and comperent Good to the Soul «: Man. 'This No::ion of God's 
Goonels being thus explained, let us conſider farther in theie three par- 

1. ticulars. 1. God's Goodnels may. be conlidered, either as Abſolute in 
7/.119:68 himſelf, or Relativ towards others. 7 hou art God, and-doſt Good ; but 
here is a diverlity in one from the other ; the Firlt 1s, his Efſenc ; the 
Second , an Emanation , or ſtream iſſuing from that fountain upon 

2. Creatures. 2. The firlt 1s ablolurely necetlary, ( it not being poſſible 
thar God ſhould be otherwiſe then God) the ſecond is tree, as being 

2. an Act of that which is abſolutely free. 3. God's eflcntial Gooineſs 

is ever equally perfet, and admits of no degrees, either of Intention, 

or Remiſſion, more or leſs, whereas that which 1s Re ativ is imparted 

in thouſands of varieties, and expreſles it ſelf in an unequal diferenc. 

Thus, tho all God's Creatures are Good, yet they are not equally 

{o, thoſe cla:tming the Prerogativ, and out-ſhining the reſt, who do the 

molt nearly reſemble, and are afſlimilated unto their Creator. This 

latter Goodneſs is that which the P/almift meaneth here in this place, 

and which is founded in the former, becauſe God 1s Good in himſelf, 
therefore he doth good to others. This 15 that which God proclaims 
himſelt Rich in ; this 1s that which he rejoyces at, and ſcemingly exults 

in, and 1n this he takes complacanc, and pleaſure. This is Opus Propri: 

rn, Mercy, and Goodneſs 15 his own Act, and Deed, his proper Work, 
whereas Juſtice, and Severity is Opus Alzenum, his ftrang Work, he 

doth almolt difclaim, and diſown it, as 1t it were the Work of another ; 

and 1t 1s worthy of our obſervation, that” of thoſe thirteen Glorious Per- 
fetions, which © od 1s pleaſedd to Cloath himlelt withal, nine of them 

£x.34-67. belong to the attribute of Goodneſs. 

Let us now make ſome Application of this Firſt General Part of the 

S-0.1V. Text, and ſce what Leſſon we muſt thence learn, what Duty we mult 
| enim of Perform. And from henc it may be inferred, that if we carry God's 
| the Fir Jmage as Men, and be coniormed unto Chrilt as Chriſtians, we muſt te- 
| G-rer#? ſtify ſo much by the Relativ Exprefſionof our Goodneſs unto others.None 


Part of the 
Text. came 


Act. 14-17. 


CY 


(9) 


came ſo near that Heavenly. Pattern, as he whoſe goodneſs jn a chear- 
ful, and more noble ftream flows down upon others. St. Matthew, 
5.44, 45. But I ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that Curs you, 
Do good unto them that hate you,and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you,& 
perſecute you, that you may be the Children of your Father which ts in Heaven. 
For he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil, and on the Good, and ſendeth 
Rain on the Juſt, and on the Unjuſt. Tho” God be truly Good, yet are 
not we left at our Liberty, and to a cold Indiiterenc of being fo, or no ; 
for there are exact engaging Mandates, and Commands, u hich oblige 
to reciprocal Acts of Kindneſs, and Bounty ; and we can do no miſchief 
without the unhappy contract of Cuilt, and Puniſhment, Men may 
(by an Imaginary RefleQion upon their Majeſty, and conceite.| Parts) 
phancy themlſelvs more than ordinarily High ; yer St. Paul aſcertains 
us, that tho? he ſpake with the tongue of Men, and Angels, 5. e. were 
accompliſhed with whatever Knowledg Is Soul was capable of, yet 
ſtill without Charity he is nothing : He was as ſourding Braſs, or 
a tinkling Cymbal. Nay, he proceeds farther, Tho? I have the Gift of 
Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Rnowledg, and tho? I have 


all Faith, ſo that I could remov Mountains, and have not Lowe, I am n0- 


thing. Nay, 1ho' I beſtow all my Goods to the Poor, and thy? I give wy 1Co. 13. 
Body to be Burned, and have not Love, it profiteth me nothing. Upon "> #3: 


which place a Reverend Divine, and Excellent Orator makes this E- 


comiaſtic Paraphraſe, O Divine Love ! the Sinews of Eloquenc, the Soul of Dodor 
Learninz,the Grace of Liberality, the Glory of Martyrdom : OBivize Love "= 
Q / / ons Love- 


whoſe cunning Alchymy turns Braſs into Gold, and C ory bants tinkling Cymbals jick Spouſe, 
into the Silver Bells of Aaron : perhaps you think I can lay no more, Whoſe Þ: 31,32 


Powerful Omnipotenc breaths a Living Soul into a lump of Clay, and begets 4 
World of Beauty out of the Barren Womb of Nothing :Now you think {crel y 
I can go no higher, hoſe pruaent Oeconomy teaches how to dg that which he 
cannot do,that can do a!l things, I mean,to produce Contradittories, which teaches 
how to 94in Goods by loſs of Goods, and Life by loſs of Life. O Divine Love ! 
without whom the Nobleſt Parts of Man, and the Faireſft PerfeFtjons of thoſe 
Parts, and the Richeſt Operations of thoſe Perfe@ions are wors thaa Noug ht. 
To conclude therefore the Application of this point, That Man 
therefore, who ambirions (if I may ſo ſpeak) the fmilitude of 
his Maker, and aims at the Reſemblanc of his Creator, Let him chear. 
fully do good, and frecly Communicate ; Ei Yvan noir ©5ty JE xv$gutr, 
was an excellent faying of the worthy Hierocles, If i: be Poſſible, and 
as much as in us lyes, of Man to makeaGod : It being the genuin 
and proper Deſign of all Inſtituted Religion ( whether cru, or falſe) 


B 2 to 


lp O'S 

to aſſimilate the Worſhipper to the likeneſs of that Being he Worſhippeth: 
For this is the voyce of very Pagans,that nothing but being contormed to 
the likeneſs of the Gods they Worſhip, can be called Holineſs pro- 
perly, or fit and prepare rhem for that fzlicity, which each particular 
Set of Men had fancied to themſelvs nothing but living up to that Wor- 
ſhip they outwardly acknowledged, can be acceptable to the Deity, 
or aſcertain them that future condition of Life they ſuppoſe. | their Hap- 
pineſs to conliſt in. And this 1s the ſens of the Pythagorzan Maxim ; 
Tres F @t0y 7 eG 20 75 Oc F devotes ntoyg Thou {halt then 5 in the molt 
excellent and becoming way, Glorify and Honor Cod , whea in thy 
Mind, thine inward Man, thou art like to God ; which ſpeaks alſo the 
ſens of a Latex Obſervation, Summa Religionis eſt imitari quem Celis, 
the Subſtantial part ot Religion conlilts in an Imitation of, and Like- 
neſs unto him whom thou adoreſt, which ſeems to ſpeak the ſens of 
Holy Writ, when we are adviſed, and exhorted to be Holy, as God 
is Holy, to be Mercitul, as God is Merciful, to be Perfect, as God 
is Perfe&t, and that we ſhould be Partakers of the Divine Nature ; 
which is alſo che meaning of the Apoſtle*s memento,Heb. 13. 16. But to do 
good, and to communicate forget not, for . with ſuch Sacrifices God 
1s well pleaſed; and ir 1s as tru as trite, that Bozum quo communis eo 
melius ; a good by how much the more it is diitfuſed, diſperſed, and 
communicated, by ſo much the better it is, and hath a more Beneficial, 
and Advantagious Influenc, For {uch a Man atts like God here, 
and for performing what 1s thus*truly acceptable to him by ſuch an 
Heavenly Employment, ſhall be taken up unto God hereafter, ſhall 
be aſſimilated to his Likeneſs, and may atlure himſelf, while here, he 
ſhall ſtill continu #o ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the Living, 
Plam 27. 13. Secondly, An Object, and a Qualification ; in reſpect 
of God an Objcd, in reſpett of ws a Qualification. 

S&.v. Firſt then,in reſpeCt of God an Odjed : And fo it is indefinitely expreſſed 
2 General, by; the word 1/7ac1; {o then the Objeft of God's Relativ Goodnels is 1/rael. 
I. Partt- . . 
cular. In 1. Then the word 1/-ae/ ſignifies a Conqueror, or onethart as a Princ pre- 
refpelt of vails with God ; and thus the Patriarch Jacobis called, and this Name vas 

Objett given him by God, as a Title of Honor and Dignity. Gen. 32. 28. And 

1, bhe ſaid, Thy Name ſhall becalled no more Jacob, but Iſrael, for as a Prince 

2. haſt thou Power with God, and with Man, and haſt prevailed. 2. The 
word 1/ract is taken tor all the Poſterity of the Patriarch Jacob, unto 

which fignification thoſe Phraſes of Holy Seripture in the New Tefta- 
ment,which occur concerning 1/7ae/, are to be referred : For altho? ny 

cem 


C33 

ſeem to referto the Jews, rather then tothe Iſraelites of the Ten Tribes , 

yet notwithſtanding Holy Writ, they are not Improperly referred to- 

both ; becauſe upon their Tranſportation from Babyloz many I/raelrtes 

of the Ten Tribes were clnnnizes with the Jews, and the Twelv Tribes 

of Iſrael, unto whom our Bleſſed Savior was ent, are underſtood in this 

ſens by the Evangeliits, and Apoſtles. And likewiſe the whole People 

of God is made up of the 1/rael,or Poſterity of the Patriarch Jacob,and the 

Nation that Believed in the Meſjah then exhibited. 3. The word is accep- 2, 

ted for the adoration, or aſſumption of any Nation taken in to be God's 

peculiar People, or for ſuch as have enter'd into a Stipulation or Co- 

venant with God, and choſen him to be their God, and he accepted 

them for his People, and in this ſens the tru 7/ae/ have ſeveral Ti- 

tles in Holy Scripture : For they are called the Defire of God”s Soul, 

the Ele& of Cod, (or the Choſen Nation) the People of God's Inheri- 

rance, the People of God, /the People of the God of Abraham) *Ayies, x 

aa; <pr710s, the Holy, and the Peculiar People of © od, the People whom 

God hath Purchaſed with his own Blood, an Holy Nation, a Nation 

whoſe God is the Lord, the Portion, and the Pollefſion of God, the 

the Firſt fruits of the Encreas of Cod, the Firſt-born of God, a Royal 

Prieſthood; the Scepter of Cod's Heritape, the Servants of God, the 

Tribe of the Inheritanc of the Cod of Facob, the Vineyard of God, and 

the Anointed of the Lord, and now by all theſe Titles of Honour , 

Comfort, and Advantage, God is fignified to us to be Good to his I- 

yadl, unto his People. For truly God is Good rolfrael: What Iſrael was, 

when the P/a!msft Endited this P/a/m, needs not much enquiry, after 

the Account I have now given you. This may be at preſent enough for 

our buſineſs. 1. Iſrael ating a Nation, 1t being at that time a x. 

potent, and flouriſhing one, when this Pſalm was penn'd. 2. I1/rael 

was a Viſible Church under the Law, ſhadowing forth a Viſible Church 

under the ' ofpel. 3. 1/rae! lignities a Choſen, Peculiar People, and ſo 3. 

it ſets forth the Inviſible Church of Chriſt. In all the ſenſes then we 

may ſee, that in the General, by 1/rael is to be underftood, the Church $a. vx. 

of Chriſt. And now I ſhall declare God's Goodnefs to 1/rae! in each The Fir 

of theſe Notions, and make appear the Truth of this Aﬀertion in our jr 

Text, that Trely God 5s Good unto Iſrael, | 2 Senſes. 
Fir{t then, 1/rae! repreſents' a Nation, it being at that time a Potent Iſrael re- 

and Flouriſhing one, when this Pſalm was penn'd; 'and in this ſens ard 

Tſrael as a Nation, do each Society, even. the remoteſt Nations of the and /e God 


World, liberally partake, T mean, of this Relativ Goodneſs of God. — 
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If Inanimate Creatures be full of it, and if thoſe that underſtand no fur- 


ther then ſens, be viſited with peculiar Refreſhments. Man as Man 1s not 


St. Matt. 
Ge 450 


Aﬀ.14.17. 
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forgotten : That this may the more plainly appear, I will ſpeak to theſe 
four ſubſequent Propoſitions. 1. That which appertains unto the ne- 
ceſſary ſubliſtenc of every Kingdom, is dealt forth unto them by C ed. 
General Acts of Providenc none are excluded from. For the Evil as well 
as the Good are warmed by the kindly Rays of the greater Luminary, 
and the Influences of Heaven's ſhowers deſcend upon the Unjuſt, as- 
well as the »Jiſt ; and therefore St. Paul produces an Inſtanc like this 
of the Almighty's kindneſs unto his Creatures, and from thenc by way 
of Teſtimony, and Proof, infers the greatneſs of the Divine Goodneſs, 
and Benignity to Mankind in that fore-quoted place. Nevertheleſs he 
left not himſelf without Witneſs in that he d1d good, and gave us Rain from 
Hearten, and Fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food, and Glaadeſs. 
And this ſure is obtainable, and enjoyed by Man upon very cheap terms ; 
the Earth given to him ( tho? divided among a valt Multitude ) does 
without much pains produce that which 1s necellary tor her Chil- 
dren, and is eafily requeſted to lend, without much toyl, a Subſiltenc 
unto the whole Offſpring of Man. Her Boſom is not quite ſhut up 
in her moſt unfruitful places, for affording nouriſhment to its Inhabt- 
tants: and altho? it be too common to find almoſt every Corner groaning 
uader an oppreſſing Maſter, to ſee almoſt every Brow filld with Swear, 
and ro meet almoſt every where with ſollicitous Cares, diſtracting 
Thoughts, and burdenſom Employments, tho* one runs himlſelt our of 
Breath to the Lands end ; another deſpiſling the Dangers, and not re- 
garding the wonders of the Deep, weathers all Storms, and under 
takes many Perillous Voyages. 


Impiger extremos currit Mecatoy ad Indos, 
Panperiem fugiens. 


Tho' we find every place almoſt ſwoln with hateful Contentions, and 
Bloody Encounters, yet we muſt know, that as all theſe are tor ſuper- 
fluities, which are wantonly purſued, and do ſpring trom Proud, Co- 
vetous, Reſtleſs, Ambitious Luſts, which warring within, produces 
theſe unhappy effeCts of their Violenc, and Greedineſs abroad ; fo that 
which is neceſſary needs not much: Toyl, as being dealt forth fo Ji- 
berally that Man fſcarc needs doany thing 'than receiv. Deans, & Na- 
rura non deficiunt in Neceſſariis. Every Nation may ſubſiſt by I, 
without 
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without the greedy Invaſion of anothers Right. 2. God dealeth forth 
unto all People, that which may conduce unto their Well-being , by 
which we may underſtand two things, 1. Well being may be ta- 
ken for out ward Affluenc, and External Proſperity, Plenty, and Peace. 
This Law, and Obezdienc thereunto will yield us; for when a Na- 
tion commenſurate unto the Good they receiv from God do glority 
Him, then Publique Authority will be cheerfully obeyed, ( and all Loyal 
Subjects will heartily ſubmit unto that Lawful Power, that ſuperintends 
their Perſons,and Actions) mutual Injuries, and Aﬀronts will be Eſchew- 
ed, when they live contormably unto the Dictates of Reaſon, and obſerv 
that Grand Rule, and Law of Nature ; « morn up i74poy pete mil rm mls a ors 
wi 77-even to do unto others,and no otherwiſe,then as you could be con- 
tent, or in Right Reaſon ought to be content they ſhould do unto you, and 


I, 


yours. This Golden Rule 1s not only propoſed bv our Bleſſed Savior, but 5. mate. 
likewiſe recommended by the wiſeſt Heathens, as a Fundamental Princt- 7: 12- 


ple of Moral, and Civil Juſtice. Let this Rule therefore be ever in your 
eye, and before your thoughts to meaſure out all your Attions, Accuſati- 
ons, and Proccedings by. This Rule that excellent Emperor Alexander 
Severes commanded to be Publiſhed by an Herauld, when he would 
amend the manners of his People, and how much he was taken there- 


with Lampridas tells us in his Lite. Qram ſertentiam uſque adeo dilexit, L_ 
in Uta A- 
lex. Severt. 


ut & in Palatio, & in Putlicis Operibus Perſcribi juberet, 1. e. He was 10 
far delighted therewith, that he commanded ir to be inſcribed, and 
written not only in his Royal Palace, but alſo to be Inſculpt, and Engra- 
ven upon the Publique Xdihces, and Buildings of his Empire. This 
Rule is the ground of all Juſtice, and Mercy unto the Children of Men, 
and the deſign, and purport thereof is, That no Man ſuffer Selt-love to 
interpoſe ſo far, that he be Partial in the performanc of his Duty either 
in point of Charity, or Juſtice towards another , but make himſelf the 
Rule, and whatſoever Charity, or Juſtice he deſires other Men to extend 
unto him, the ſeif-ſame, and no other he extend unto them. A Rule of 
that great Perfection that the a-forementioned Emperor Severws ( tho an 
Heathen ) is ſaid for it to have born a Reverenc unto Chriſt, and Chriſtt- 
anity, and to have taken it up for his Motto. It cannot be doubted, but this 
is ſo Reaſonable a Principle, that every Man will aſſent unto the Equity 
of it {o ſoon as ſpoken, and needs no Proof, but then alone owns it, and 
doth it from a Pripciple of Religion, when he eſteems it enjoyned by God, 


and out of the Regard he hath to the ſupream Governor of all. the 
Kingdoms on the Earth, ſuppoſes that out.of Conſcienc he 1s engaged to 


the 
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the Performanc. Now all wrongs, and deſigns to wrong, God hath 
awarded, and kept off [as onc he did Man from re-entring Paradiſe wirh 
a Flaming Cherub) with this one DiCtate, and Maxim of Nature. Qzod 
ribs fieri non vis, alteri ne fecerss; What you would not have another do 
unto you, do not you do unto another ; for Inſtanc, Murder nor, do not 
covet to Murder by deſiring Reveng. For he that will not Murder, may 
yet have a Purpoſe to do it. Be not Unclean, do not covet to be Unclean ; 
for he that will not be Unclean, or an Adulterer , may have a Laſcivi- 
ous, and Wanton Eye. Be not a Thief, neither deſire to ſteal. Laſtly, 
Bear not falſe Witneſs, becauſe thou thy ſelf art offended if another do, 
or covet to do in any of theſe the leaſt Injury , or Wrong unto thee. So 
then to return-from whenc we may have a little ſeemingly digreffed. 
Were thisRule oncthroly, and ſtrictly obſerved, Peace, and the conlequent 
thereof, Proſperity, would neceſſarily enſu. When every thing keeps 
its own juſt limits, not ſwelling beyond its du bounds, then it will quietly 
flow down without any tumuit, or confuſion. It may be an Obſervation 
of as Antient a Date, as the World ; that Diſobedienc in one ſort or 
other to this Excellent Law is the moſt pernitious Difturbanc unto a 
Kingdom. 2. As Well-being may be taken for External Proſperity , 
Plenty, and Peace, ſo likewiſe for Internal Security, Satisfaction, and 
Qaiet, I mean for Peace of Conſcienc ; and then there is the Law of 
Nature, and Reaſon, which Men may live by, and by ordering their Con - 
verſations according thereunto, they may enjoy the Happineſs, and Ad- 
vantage of an exculing Conſcienc , which 1s the only thing that converts 
our External Comforts into Bleſſings unto us. It Men do tind any great 
Confuſion, and Diſturbanc within, they ſpring from a voluntary, and 
contemptuous Violation of the Excellent Laws of Nature implanted in 
Man's Heart from the Beginning , and which are therefore called the Di- 
Cates, and Principles of Natural Morality. Now the Foundation of this 
Temporal and Spiritual Well-being is the Goodneſs of God, in making us 
capable of enjoying thoſe Benefits I have given an Account of in the Tem- 
poral, and Spiritual Notion of Well-being, and we may find that includes 
means for any People of coming to His Knowledg. St. Paw! aſcertains us 
that the moſt Barbarous, and Ignorant People from the Arguments of 
Creation, and Providenc had a {iBcient Guide to conduct them, and 
inciting Motives enough to encourage them to ſeek the Lord, it haply 
they might feel afrer him, and find him, tho? he be not far from 


. every one of us: For as the ſame Apoſtle faith afterwards from a 


Citation out of Ayatus, 3 g yirs iouiry, WE are the Off-ſpring of God : 
| For 


(n) 


For in him it 1s we live, and move, and have our Beiap. 


So then 
this ſens may well ſeem to come neareſt to that of our Text, and 


verifies, and makes good the P/almiſPs Ailertion, Truly God is Good 


unto liracl. 3. Another Concluſion that proves God's Relativ Govd- 
neſs is communicated to all People, is the great an: extraordinary ACts 
of Providenc wherewith Men (as ſuch) have been viſited. This 
the Hundred and ſeventh Pſalm 1s an Illuſtrious, and Eminent Inſtanc 
of, where the P/a/mift exhorts the Redeemed 1n Praiting God, to ob- 
{ſerv his manitold Providences, over Travelters, over Captives, over 
Sick Men, over Scamen, and in divers varieties of Lite ; and then four 
times urges Men with a Paſſionate Exhortarion to Prais, and Thank(- 
giving, O chat Men would prais the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 
wonderful works to the Children of Men : For he ſatisfieth the longing 
Soul, and filleth the hungry Soul with goodneſs : | For he hath broken 
the Gates of Braſs, and cut the Bars of Iron in ſunder, and therefore let 
Men ſacrifice the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and declare his works with 
rejoycing : let them exalt him alſo in the Congregation of the People, and 
prats him in the Aſſembly of the Elders : And then the P/almift con- 
cludes with the Improvement and Advantage a prudent Man will make 
of tlicſe. Acts of Kindneſs, and Providenc. Palm 107. 43. Whoſo is 
wiſe, and will obſerv theſe things, even they ſhall 1aderſland the Lowing- 
kinaneſs of the Lord : So likewiſe he who obſervs the Revolution of the 
four great Empires, the Babylonian , the Perſian , the Grecian, and 
the Roman ; he that Remarques the Ingenious Inventions, and Won- 
dertul Improvements of Nature, and Art by Men of Learning, and 
Judgment. Finally, he that takes notice of thoſe Heroick Spirits that 
Triumphed in, and were an Honor to their Times , what high Ex- 
amples of Virtu, and Wiſdom adorned their ſeveral Orbs, how every 
Generation was honored, and advantaged by the benign Influenc of 
ſome greater, and more noble Luminary, may take up the Royal Pro- 
phets paſſionate Exclamations, and ſay in his words, Pſalm viii. 4. 
Lord, What is Man, that thou art mindful of him ? and the Son of Man, 
that thou wviſiteit him? 4. The lailt Concluſion 1s an unqueſtionable 


proof of God's Goodneſs; and that 1s this, That God never diſ-peoples, 
ant deſolates any Kingdom, but. for their crying Iniquities, their noto- 
' rious Unthankfulneſs , and their contemptuous Abuſe of his Mercies. 
God's Long-iuftering waited long in the Days of Noah, * upon Mens 
Ungodlineſs, before he ſunk the World in a Deluge, whoſe overflow. 
ing Waves never covered the drowned Earth, until Mans Wickedne 


IN 
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in its prodigious height, threatned the very Heavens : The Lord never 
faid, 1 will deſtroy Man whom I have created from the face of the Earth, 
both Man, and Beaſt, and the creeping thing, and the Fowls of the Air, 
till he ſaw that the wickedneſs of Man was great upon the Earth, and that 
every Imagination of the thoughts of h1s heart, was only evil continually. 
Gen. ri. Apain, God never ſaid unto Noah, The end of all fleſh ts come before me, and 
7% behold T will deſtroy them with the earth, until the whole earth was corrupt be- 
fore God,and that the earth was filled with violenc, until God looked wpon the 
—=13, 11- earth, and behold it was corrupt, for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon 
$6 the errth. The Children of 1ſrael could not poſſeſs the Land of Ca- 
—xv. 16. 2447, till the fourth Generation, becauſe, the iniquity of the Amorite 
was pot yet fall, We do not read that ever the Lord ſent to deſtroy 
' Sodom, or that the Angel came upon fo ſevere a Meſſage, until the 
—XIX.13» cy of their ſins waxed great before the face of the Lord, Again, the 
——--24 Lord never rained upon Sodom brimſtone, and fire from the Lord out of 
Heaven, untill their [ninquity was come up unto the full meaſure, and 
their Impiety grown to fo great an height, that ic might ſeem io need, 
as well as deſerv {o great a Conſumption. In St. Luke xvii. 8. it is ſaid, 
When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he find faith upon the earth ; which 
as it ſeems therea Sign before his coming to Judgment, ſo may it be 
a Prognoſtick before any national Deſolation , elpecially the Deſtru- 
tion of Jeruſalem : For then that Queltion might properly be asked, 
Was there Faith upon Earth ; there being ſo great a Diſſolution in 
Manners, and ſo general a Decay in the vital parts of Religion, thro? the 
corrupt gloſſes of the Phariſes, and the more pernitious Doftrins of 
the Sadduces, who (like ſome in our late times of Confuſion, when 
there was no King in I/rae/) denied the Immortality of the Soul, 
the Reſurreftion of the Body, and the being of Angel, or Spirit ; and 
ſeeing the ſame Doctrins have been, and I fear till are held by ſome 
among us, may it not Bode Ill unto unto us. Ir having been a com- 
mon thing (in the late Days of Sedition, anc Difloyaity) ro Queſtion the 
Authority o! the Holy Scriptures, to Diſpute,it not Deny the Being of God, 
the Divinity of the Son,the Immortality of the Soul, the Exiſtenc of An- 
gel or Spirit, and to take thoſe Principles for Hypotheſes, and Sup- 
poſitions, which were in the beſt Times the fixed Do&rins of the 
Church; an4 therefore I heartily Pray unto God, that as we have 
paralelled them 1n the Prognoftick, we do not alfo in the Execution 
of the Judgment , become firſt Loruamah, uncompaſſionated by our 
Good God, and then afterwards Loammi, with them no more a Peo- 


ple. 
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ple. Deus avertat Omen ! Moſt, if not all theſe Principles were the Do- ' 
trins of the moſt miſchievous Book that hath been written in this 
latter Age, (viz. The Leviathan) 4 Book written with a deſign to 
promote the Intereſt of the late Uſurper, of Execrable Memory, whoſe 
Principles and PraCtiſes were directed and influenced by Power, and 
who was the ſtrongeſt proof of the pernitious Maxim in Policy that 
the Hypotheſis of that dangerous Book was founded upon, wiz. That 
the State of Nature, was a Stateof War. But tho? the Author of that 
Book is Dead, yet his Debauching Principles are not Buried with him : 
For {inc his Death I heard ofa Luitful Perſon chat rempted a Young 
Maiden unto Inconiinenc, and when ſhe urged the repulling motives 
of” Religion, and Conſcienc, ( infinuating the ſame Argument the 
Chal{t Patriarch uſed to repel the Temptation of his Adulterous Mi- 


ſtrels, How cas T do this great wickedneſs, and ſin azainſt God ? ) He pro- Genefis 
phanely cryed out, there was no ſuch thins as Conſcienc, as if it were xxxix- 9- 


a word made uſe of by Prieſts only, with a defign to affright, and 
terrify ſimple People from the Fruition, and Enjoyment of ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, and carnal Delights. But to return, the Prophet Jeremiah 
gives a full and rational Account of God's Juſtice, and Mercy unto 
Kingdoms, and Empires, as well as unto particular People. . Jer. xvili. 
7, 8,9, 10. At what Inflant I ſhill ſpeak concerning a Nation, and con- 
cerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it : If 
that Nation againſt whom I have pronounced turn from their evil, Twill 
repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what inſtant I 
ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a Ringdom, to build, and 
to plant it : If it d» evil in my ſizht, that it obey not my woice, then I will re- 
pent of the good mherewith I ſaid I would benefit them. So that never was 
there any Kingdom that repented, who were not by the Divine Good- 
neſs received to Mercy. Tho'a determinate Sentenc ſeems to be iſſued 
out againſt Nizeveh, yet the Execution is ſtopt upon their Repentanc, 
with acceptanc to God's Favor, which Favor proceeds ſolely, and_ 
alone from God's Communicativ Goodneſs unto his Creatures. Paſ- 
fionate Jonah ( tho? tranſported very far with pettiſhneſs, did fully 
own, and acknowledg this Loving kindneſs of the Lord. FJozah iv. 2. 
For I know that thou art a gracious God, and a Merciful, flow to anzer, and 
of great kindneſs, and — thee of the evil, And that great ſatisfaQi- 
on, which God him ſelf condeſcends to give to the peeviſh Prophet, 
evidently maniſeſts the ſame Goodneſs of the Lord, and from Joxah's 
kindneſs, and pity to his refreſhing VONn God draws an Re: | 

2 for 
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* ſor his own Favour, and Compaſſion to the Uncircumciſe Nznevirs , 
their Hundred,and Twenty Thouſand Sucourleſs Infants,dthat could not 
diſcern between their Right Hand, and their Left , and their much and 
helpleſs Catrel. From ail which Concluſions it may be truly interred,thar 
God's Ativ, Relativ Goodneſs liberally flows down upon all People, all 
the Nationsof the Earth, ( in ſome meaſure) plentituily Partaking of this 

his Goodneſs. For truly God 3s Good unto Irael. | 
9; <bebay Secondly, As Iſrael was a Nation , and a potent and flouriſhing 
<2lar. 1. One, and as ſuch eminently taſted of God's Goodneſs, fo likewiſe, it was 
rel was 2 a Viſible Church under the Law, ſhadowing torth a Viſible Church 
7/9. under the Goſpel ; from whenc this Propoſition may be naturally in- 
der the ferrd and concluded. That every Viſible Church, and Company of 
£-7,ſ4- Chriſtians, do very eminently traſt of the Favour and Goodneſs of 
forth « Gol: This may be evident and apparent enough, il we conſider, 
+ be I. That thoſe Gracious Acts of God's Loving-kindneſs formerly recited, 
ire VWhach all, and every People do Communicate in, as to their Being, 
G:p:l., and Well-being, do all appertain unto TI/ra&/ the Vilible Church. 
| I. 2, Moreover {uper-add to this, the Viſible Church partakes of Gou's em + 
2. nent Loving kindneſs in a Bleſſed Covenant of Peace, that which God 
entred into with Obedient Abraham, and his Elect Poſtcrity is every 
where recorded as a ſignal Expreſſion of God's Kindneſs. Mofes chal- 
lenges any People to lay a Claim to the like {igns and tokens of God's 
Favour and Goodneſs. Deur.IV.7,8. For what Nation is there ſo great, who 
hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is 1a all things that we call 
por him for ? And, What Nation ts there ſo great, that hath Statutes, and 
Judements, ſo Righteous as all this Law which I ſet before you this Day ? 
And by this Priviledg they gained the Character of a Gieat Nation , 
 Deutivs, a Wile, and Underſtanding People. The Royal Prophet Davra, and 
the reſt of the Inſpired Writers recite this as the grand Sign, and 
CharaQeriſtic Token of God's Love unto his People. Thus Chriſt's 
Viſible Church are within the Encloſure of this Holy Sepz, and all of that 
Company, this Covenant of Peace hath a Tegard unto. Henc St. Par 
makes a great Dilerenc between the Epheſians in the darker Condition 
of HHeatheniſin, and the State within the Church, as being ( before 
that Mercitul Reception) Gertiles in the Fleſh, who are called Un- 
circuinciſion, by that which 1s called Circumciſion in the Fleſh, mace 
without Hands, who were wichout Chriſt, being Atiens rom the 
Commonwealth of I/racl, and Strangers from the Covenant of pro- 
miſe, having no Hope, and without God in the World. Finally, who 
were 
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were ſometimes afar off, but now in Chriſt Jeſus, are made nigh by Eph.ii.11, * 
the Blood of Chriſt. Now God's Loving-kindneſs will be evident un- 1> 3: 
to us 1n a great and excellent Luſtre,as a Merciful ſhine upon his ©hurch, 
and People, it we conſider theſe tour Particulars. 1. The Mandates I. 
which Go.| honors his Viſible Church withal in the Covenant, do 
plenrifully ſignify unto us hisLoving-kindneſs. Tho? rhere be too ma- 
ny, who take a view of God's Precepts with a fullen, partial and pre- 
judiced Look, as bridies, and checks upon their Appetites, who receiv 
them upon their Necks as an hard Yoke, and upon tizeir Backs as 
an heavy Burden, yet theſe are too duil and melancholy Reflections : 
For our Bleiled Lord alcertains us the quite contrary, telling us that 
His Toke is eaſie, and his Burden Light, St. Matt. xi. 30. and this Truth 
is owned, and confirmed by his Beloved Diſciple, that lay in his Maſter's 
Boſom, and therefore we may upon good ground ſuppole belt ac- 
quainted with his Mind ; St. 7Johz I mean, who attirms, that zoe of hs i Sr. Joh. - 
Commandments are grievous. Tho' it be moſt tru, that whatſoever Pre- ** 3: 
cept procceds from God, carries with it an Obligation upon the Crea- 
ture, and he (to whomſoever it comes |) is in Duty bound to Obedi- 
enc ; yet we may remember, that ſometimes God's Precepts, and 
| the Revelation of his Mind to us, carries with them that Honor, and 
Priviledg, which brings peculiar Advantage, and Encouragement. I 
will not diſpute whether the Sovereign Creator may not, pro Imperio, 
in the Right of his Sovereignty, bind his Creature unto a Duty, whene 
no other Advantage ſhall i but only the very Duty of Obedienc, 
as he might, and did engage Abraham to offer up his Son, his only 
Son, his Beloved Son Iſaac, in whom all the Nations of the Earth 
were to be Bleſſed, and to expect no other Recompenc, to look for no 
other Compenſation, but the Reward oi doing the Duty it fclf, and 
that was his Obedienc ; yet I conceiv God's ſettled Inſtitutions, and 
eſtabliſhed Appointments do not only engage to Service, but pronound 
Advantage, and thereby allure unto Obedienc. Dewz. x. 12. 13. And 
now O Iſrael, What doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 
lord thy God, to wal' in all his ways, and to love him, and to ſerv the 
Lord thy Goa, with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, to keep the Com- 
mandments of the Lord, aud his Statutes, which I command thee this day for 
thy good ? Thus in, our Civil Relations, tho? our Duty engages us un- 
to Obedienc to'our Princ, from a Principle of Conſcienc, and out of 
a du regard to God's Law, yet we frequently look upon it as a great 
Honor, and high Priviledg to be employed in his Immediate Service. 

| | This 
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This is the apparent differenc between the Peremptory Dictates of the 
Law of Nature, given to all, and thoſe which are dealt forth unto the 
Church. Thoſe come with an abſolute Imitation of a neceſſary En- 
gagement from'a Supream, and ſevere Legiſlator : Theſe with more 
Intzmitations of unqueſtionabe Honor, and Priviledg to be ſo enjoyred, 
Now hereupon, 1. We may take notice of the Manner of Delivery, 
the Law of Nature, or the Moral Commands were pronounced to 1/- 
ral with Thunder, and Lightning, attended with an aſtoniſhing Dark- 
neſs, and the found of a Trumpet, ſtriking all that approched the 
Moun., with a Terrour, and a fearful Amazement, penn'd 1n an au- 
ſterc, and commanding Style, T hou ſhalt, and thou fhalt not, whereas 
God ſeals unto his People under the Evangelical Diſpenſation, ina 
more tacil, and familiar way, wich it may be worth our while a lit- 
tle to Animadvert upen. 1. In a Serious Exhortation, or a Paſſio- 
nate Entreaty, we beſ-ech, we pray, as in 11 Cor. v. 20, 21. Now then we 
are Embaſſadors for Chrift, as tho* God aid befeech you by us, we pray 
2 ke reconciled unto God, for he hath made him to 
be ſin for us, who 1” 20 ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
of God in him. ie, 2. In an heavenly Advice, and an atkio- 
nate Count in ti: In{tanc of the Church of Laodicea, Rev. 11, 17. 18. 
Becanſe thou ſayeſt I am rich, and encreaſed with goods, and have need of 
nothing, and knoveſt net, that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, I connſel theeto buy of me gold tryedin the 
fire, that thou mazeſt be rich, and white rayment, that thou mayeſt be cloathed, 
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and that the ſhame of thy nakedueſs do not appear ; and anoint thine EJs 


with the tru Collyrium, the ſpiritnal ey ſal that thou may'ſt ſee. Thirdly 
or Laitly, In a kind, and loving Invitation in the words of the Holy 
Jeſus, St. Matt. Xi. 28, 29, 30. Come unto me? all you that labor, and are 
heavy laden, and I will prve you reſt : Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of m-, for Tam meek, and lowly in heart, and you ſhall find reſt unto your 
fouls, for my yoke is eaſie, and my burden 1s light. This is the pleaſing 


Dialeft in which Chriſt's Precepts are pronounced, the New Covenant, 


this Law of the Goſpel delights not itſelf in thoſe ſharper Sounds, but 
tho? ir may enjoyn, yet ſtoops unto a kinder Delivery. When a King 
expreſſes that in a Deſire, which he may Command, it 1s deſervedly 
accounted as a great Favor ; and it the King of Kings ſtoops ſo low 


| as to declare his mind in the ſame condeſcending way , it may de- 


ſervedly challeng from us the greateſt Reverenc , and oblige us to 
embrace Obedienc, both as an Advancment, and as a Priviledg. 2. If 
| we 
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we conſider the ſubſanc of-theſe Precepts, we may tind that they carry 

Glory enough in their Obedienc. Loyalty frequently accounts that ſome 
Services, ( thqperchanc hazardous Enterprizes) do merit thanks tor be- 

ing employed in them. Yet ſome Precepts there are which God will dil- 

datn ſome Mens Pertormanc of; there 1s a wicked Generation unto whom 

God ſpeaks in the Language of tie Pſalmiſt, Plal. L. 16, 17, What haſt 

thou to do to declare my Statates, or that thou ſhouliſt take my Covenant in 

thy Mouth, ſeeing thou hateſt Inſtrution, and caſteſt my words behind thee ? 

As the dealing forth of Laws unto Iſrael is owned, and acknowiedged, 

as a gfeat, an: excellent Priviledg, fo the gracious Revelation of Chriſt's 
myſterious Goſpel in a greater Lultre out-ſhines all betore ir, conveying 

a Beauty to the very teer of thole that are Bearers of {uch happy News. 

How beautiful upon the Mountains are the feet of them, that bring good 
tidings, that Teach the Goſpel of Peace, that bring glad r:41ngs ot good Rom. x. 
things, that publiſh ſalvation, that ſay unto Aon, thy God reigneth, Jr ont” 
Thoſe Cordial Obſlecrations, thole Loving Invitations, and thoic £©0m- 16, li. 7. 
mands, that reſpect nothing more, then our Benefit are ali but fo many 
powertul proots of God's Goodneſs, and our Honor, nay, even our leve- 

reſt Afictions in fo righteous a Cauſe, but a glorious piece of P:iviledg, 

and Triumph. St. Paul accounts it a Blefied Gitt from God, and ſuch as 

with Holy Job we ought to thank God tor. Phil. 1. 9, For «zto you zt #5 Job i. 21. 
2rven in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to believ on him, but alſo to ſuffer for 


* 
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his ſake. Tho to believ, and ſuffer are Precepts, which carry an Obli- 
gation, yer unto you 1t 1s given, ſignifies an high peculiar Prerogativ 1n 
being called thereunto, the conſideration oft this made Saint Peter, and 
Saint John, with the relt of the Apoſtles, glory in their {tripes, and ag. v. 4:. 
triumph in being counted worthy to ſutter ſhame tor his Name. 2. Thus 2, 
as the Preceps ot God's Covenant, fo the great, and excellent Promilcs 
of it do moit eminently declare God's Goodneſs unto hi Iſrael, his viſible 
Church. Thus Iſrael in a Relianc of God's Promife to be their God, need 
not fear any Enemy, and Chriſt's Church is heartned on by exceeding 
great, and pretious Promiles, that by thofe they may become partakers 
* Yi ovres Of the Divine Nature. A total Forgiveneſs of all fin, an ;; ., p.. 
happy Reconciliation to an offended Juſtice, Eternal Lite, and Salyati- i. 4. 
on do every whicre ofter themſelys in a Benign, and Gracious Tender - 
unto God's Church, and People. 3. God's Loving-kinaneſs to his Wrael, 3, 
ha viſible Church , is turther apparent, in that they have a conditional 
Right unto the valuable Rarities, and Excellencies of the Goſpel. All 
being theirs, if they perform the Condition, all the Promiſes of Chriſt 
| are 
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are in him, yea, and Ames to them ratified, becauſe verified, Chriſt be- 
129 thicirs, who is all in all for the good of his People; forgiveneſs of 
fins is theirs, if they ſincerely, and heartily Believ, and fo likewiſe is 
{alvarion too, if they truly, and really repent. Fourthly and Laſtly, 
God's Gooaneſs # eminent unto his liracl, his vilible Church in his.graci- 

us Proviſion of Mens ſufficienc tor the pertormanc ot the Condition of 
the Covenant on their parts, which gives them a Riglit, and Title 
unto the Promiſes. The Spiritual Armor 1s impenetrable, and the Wea- 
pons ot this Noble Wartare not to be blunted by Oppoſition. This Devil 
may ſpeedily be uncaſed, and this ſtrong Man dilpoſlett of his Tenure by 
1:2ht handling theſe powerful Inſtruments. Here 1s a,glorious Diſpenſa- 


- tion of Light to Girect, and of Grace to enable, and the Covenant is not 
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only a bare Maniteſtation of God's Laws, but aliſo a more inward En- 
oravement upon the Heart. For this « the Covenant, that I will make 
with the Flonſe of Iſrael after thoſe days ſaith the Lord, I will put my 
Laws in their mind, or inward parts, and write them in their Hearts, 
and I will be unto them a God, and they ſhall be unto me a People. From 
a'l which Premiſes it may be rationally, and theretore truly deduced, in- 
ferred, and concluded, That the Honor of God's Commands, the ineſti- 
mable value of rhe Promiſes, the Right granted, and the Grace afforded 
unto his viſible Church, do moſt conſpicuouſly declare God's High, 
Activ, Communicativ, and Relativ Goodneſs unto his People, For truly 
God 25 good unto Iſrael. | | 

I will now conſider the firſt part of the Text, A general Propoſition, - 
God is Good, and allothe firſt particular of the ſecond 
part thereof both together, z. e. both God's Goodneſs, 
and the Object of this Divine Goodneſs unto whom it 
extends, and this may ſerv as the Uſe, Improvement, 
and Application of rhe prxceeding Diſcours; Truly 
God is Good unto lrael, wmnto his Church, in which I will 
be very brief, and for the moſt part of this I ſhall be obliged unto a Re- 
vercnd, Worthy, and Great Divine of our own Church, and Nation. 
And certainly this Truth 1s evident unto us by its own Light unto whom 
God hath proved his Goodneſs to Aftoniſhment, by exerciſing it'to a Mi- 
racle, while he at onc wrought Prodigies of Kindneſs, and Conviction 
too. For which we have only this Proof to add, that God hath been ſo 
plentiful in the expreſſions of his Bounty, that we are weary of the men- 
tion of them, and have ſo ſurtieted upon Divine Goodneſs that we do nau- 
iceate the Acknowledgment. But now if Atheiſm grow againſt Goodneſs, 
and 
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and Miracle too, and Men do moſt deny God, when he gives greateſt 
Evidences of his Being, and Providenc. I know not by what Argu- 
ment encouraged, unleſs with that in the. Poet. | 
— Fattum. quod ſe dims negat hoc videt Beatum. 
Becaule they ſee, they fare Belt, that deny him Moſt, teaching his 
Goodneſs ro confute his Being. 
ſtirution of . God's Service, as but a ſhifting the ſenſe of Worſhip, on- 
ly another, and more gaudy Draught, and Landskip of Religion ſhot 
upon the Stage, and do accordingly elteem itas an Entertainment tor 
It they aſlilt in them not out of Principle, but meer 
Indifferenc to all ; it is not halting between God, and Baal This, it is 
the Bowing the Knee to: both, which they can do to each alike, when 
either .is uppermoſt, and truly count them Deities alike I fear. Nay 
when the only . Ordinanc the Sermon 1s bur a Prize in the Tem- 
ple ; the Preacher but — 
| Rhetor, difturus ad Aram. 

That comes to do his Exerciſe before the Altar, in which Men are con- 
cerned no farther uſually, then to Hear, and Judge, not to be Sen- 
renc*d by it, or him. It.God does endure all. this, and yet continu 
Rill his Church, and his other Mercies, then we may conclude, and infer, 
Traly God is Good unto Iſrae] ; but IT will not be this Faſtidious Re- 
membrancer. Theſe Arguments may - prove his Goodneſs, but certain- 
ly theſe Qualthcations will not continu this his Divine Communicativ 
Goodneſs unto us: The Limitation muſt ſuggeſt, and declare them 
to us, which plainly, and clearly acquaints us, who God is thus Good 
unto, even unto ſach as are of a clean Heart, For truly God is Good 


It they look upon the wondrous Re-- 


unto Iſrael, even unto ſuch as are of a Clean Heart. mo mw 
. n . coun 
« It will not be Improper unto my Text, as I have now handled it, be planes 


& nor Unſeaſonable upon this Day that his moſt Sacred Majeitic's De- was Jaid 


&« claration hath been read unto. you, to ſay ſome little matter of the 
« Delivecranc of our moſt Gracious Prince, and in him of this Nation 
2e bei he Iſrael of God in this ſens. eſntetl 

too ( we being tne 1/rae; of God in this ſens, as it repretenteth 
« 1 Nation, and: Bleſſed be the Lord, a Potent, and Floariſhins one 
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&« abroad, and of all underminig Traytors at home, who un{cr the 
« Vizard of Religion,. contriv Rebellion.) And this Deliveranc was 
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* by Abſurd, and Nefarious Perſons, whom no Obligations of Divine 
* Goodneſs, or Human Kindneſs could reſtrain from laying ſuch -an 
* abominable Deſign againſt him, his moſt Dear and only Brother, and 
* alt his Loyal Subjects that were 1n the three Kingdoms. I hope all 
* tru Chrittians of this Land have before this time offer'd unto Hea- 
* ven their pertonal, and hearty Thankſgivings in their ſecrer Retire- 
* ments for Prayer, and Prais, and ir is fir we ſhould otter up ſome 
© more open Teſtimeny, and Acknowledgment. I dare not doubr, 
* but that your Spirits are overjoyed with the Refiection upon, and 
& Feeling of fo great a Deliveranc. Give therefore your Paſſions , 
* and Hearts ſome eaſe, by an Eruption of this joyful Exclamation, 
« and now ſenſible Truth, that Truly God 7s Good nnto our Ilrael 
& It is evident, and apparent unto thoſe that conlider the great 
& Tranſactions of our Kingdom for about twenty Years laſt paſt, that 
« England never flouriſhed in greater Splendor, and Plenty, then uner 
<* the Reign of this preſent Prince, and poſhibly had A Perſon of other 
&* Principles, and Parts Ruled in our Age, our Condition had been 
& much wors then now {praiſed be God} it 15. Never could any 
* Nation upon the higheſt probality Promiſe themſelvs greater Felt 
* city, then under his Government, 1t the. People of this Kingdom 
* be not wanting unto themſelvs. Never was there a greater Alſu- 
& ranc of the Truth of that Place of Holy Writ, that tells us, The 
© Powers that be, are ordained, diſpoſed, or ordered of God, then 
* under our preſent Government. Which words of St. Paal include, 
&« and bear the ſame ſens with the Reply the Holy Jeſis made unto 
« the Rom Governor before whoſe Judgment Seat he was brought 
« to be Tryed ; when Pilate ſaid , Kpoweſt thon not that T have Power to 
«© Crucify thee, and have Power to Releaſe thee? TFeſus anſwered, Thou 
&* couldſt have no Power at all againſt me, except it were geven thee from 
& above. If we conſider his molt Gracious Majeſtic's many Delive- 
&< rances from the Scatfold of his moſt Pious Father, of ever Bleſſed 
« Memory, (a Crime of ſo horrid a Nature, that it we duly conſider 
*« its ſeveral aggravating Circumſtances, were 1t not that there is but 
© one Sin mentioned as Irremifible in the Goſpel, we might (by rea- 
&« ſon of its Heinous, and Accumulativ Guilt } without an FHyperbole, 
&© or any great Exceſſus loquends, believ it unpardonable, becauſe the moſt 
&« accurſed Crime that was ever acted under the Sun, except when a 
*« Miracle 
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« Miracle Eclipſt it from looking on) unto his own Coronation, and 
« from thenc unto this Day. Our Prince may experimentally repeat 
« a great part of St. Paw/'s Sufterings. 2 Cor. xi. 26. In Journeying of- 
* ten, in Perils of Waters, in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by mine own 
«© Conntrymen, in Perils in the City. And I may add, in Perils in the 
« Country too, (if this late Curſed Plot had taken its, by ſome, deſi- 
&« red eitect) in Perils in the Sea, and in Perils among fals Brethren. So 
& that our Prince may ſay 1n St, Paul's words with a very little varia- 
* tion, Vers 3o, and 31. of that xi. Chapter of the Second Epittle to the 
« to the Corinthians, If I muſt needs Glory, I will Glory of the things 
&« which concern my Deliverances, the God, and Father of our Lord Jeſs 
« Chriſt knoweth that I-ly not. T have a plentiful Subject to treat upon, 
&« bur becauſe there is a particular Day appointed tor the Commemo- 
«* ration of this Mercy, I will not ſay -much more, but reſerv my ſeit 
* till then for farther Enlargements. I muſt not therefore go much 
« farther out of a du regard unto the proportions and limits of Time 
« allowed me : And if I ſhould now enlarg concerning our Princes Sut- 
« ferings, and Deliverances, poſſibly ſome will tell me that they know 
« the Conſiderable Paſſages ot his Life, as well as my ſclt (they having 
« been tranſacted within the compaſs of moiſt of your Memories. ) In- 
* deed I may truly ſay, that Our Prince hath been the Darling of 
« Heaven, and poſſibly the greateſt Inttanc of its Protection, ſinc the. 
«© Reign of that King, who.was a Man after. God's own Heart : And I 
_ < amenclined to believ, that when Poſterity ſhall Record the TranſaCcti- 
&« ons of his Reign, they will either ſuppoſe them the Ingenious Phan- 
© cies of a Romanc, or els believe him to have been one, whom the 
& Providenc of Heaven hath cul'd out of the vaſt Race of Reaſonable 
« Beings, to be an Example of what Wonders the Almighty Potentate 
«js able to diſcover for thole thar entirely depend upon him, and to 
&« ſignify how ſollicitous the Great Governour of the Univers is for the 
« Safety, and Security of thoſe Kings unto whom his Holy Goſpel, and 
&« Tru Worſhipare as Valuable, and as Eſtimable as are their Crowns 
* and Scepters. Theſe Kindnetiles of Heaven have been of late mani- 
&« felted in the Diſcovery of a Rebellion, contrived by ſuch Perſons, 
« whom no Engagements, no Civilities, no Acts of Clemency, no In- 
« dulgencies, no Vows, no Pretexts of Reformation could diſ-engage 
« from the moſt Miſchievous Attempts upon . his Perſon, upon his Sub- 
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« jets, and upon every thing that can be believed Eſtimable by the 
« ſincere Worſhippers of the Peaceable, and moſt Holy Jeſus. And 
« therefore the Higheſt Thankfulneſs ought to be exprefled both upon 
*. the Account of our regard unto him,and unto ourſelvs likewiſe (if that 
© Intereſt be Dearer unto us) all our higheſt Concernments are cen- 
*tred in him, and next unto the Kindneſs of Heaven, are indebted to 
« him for their Sertlement, and Duration ; and his, and our Adver- 
* ſaries ſo believed, becauſe they would Miſchiet us by his Ruin. 
* Owhat ground therefore have we to be as Grateful unto Heaven 
* for this Mercy, as if in our own Perſons we had been to be Execu- 
© ted, and to have been the Marks, at which their Blunderbuſles, and Pi- 
* ſtols were to have been aymed, and levelled. I will now conclude 
&© this Diſcours, and this Time, with one Interceſſion unto Heaven, in 
*© which I hope you will allzoyn with me {| That all Rebellious Spirits 
&« like Sheba, that ſhall enkindle/ I hope I may ſay) the dead Aſhes of Re- 
&« bellion may have his end, and forteir their Lives that will adventure ſo 
«© much as to entertain a Rebellious Thought againſt the Anointed of 
&« the Lord. } | 

Now before I conclude, it will not be Improper unto my Subject, as 
I have now treated upon it, nor Impertinent (becauſe our Duty) upon 
this Publique, and Solemn Day of Thankſgiving, to ſay ſomewhat 
of the Great Deliveranc of our moſt Gracious Soveraign, and in Him 
of this Kingdom too ( we being the I/r:e/ of God, not only as that 
word nie a Nation, but likewiſe as it figniteth a Viſible 
Church under the Goſpel, being as defacate, and as pure a Church, 
as to its Doctrine, and Diſcipline, as any in the known World ; and 
pray we God, that it may long , unto ſucceeding Generations, con- 
tinu ſo to be; and that he would preferv her ſo to remain againſt 
thoſe malicious Enemies, that have of late wickedly delign'd to deface 
her Beauty, and deſtroy her Purity.) All Rebels uſe Religion as a 
Plea for Rebellion, and none pretend more to keep up the Face, and 
Notion of 1/rael, as a Viſible Church, then they. Religion is the 
Higheit, and moſt Dear Concernment in this World, but it ſeems 
a deſtructiv Metho1 for Men to ſecure their Salvation by ſuch a way, 
as God hath declared will Damn their Souls, and ſuch is the way of 
Reliſtanc. Rom. xii. 2, Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the 
Ordinanc of God, and they that reſiit ſhall receiv unto themſelvs damnation. 
No 
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No Perſons take up Arms in Defenc of Religion, that have any ſens 
of it upon their Spirits. Religion is a meek, humble, modeſt Princi- 
ple, and ſubmiſſiv unto Government : It in{tructs, and prepares Men 
to Dy, rather then to Reſitt Lawful Authority. And were there any 
unmixt Zeal for Religion in this Plea ? Can we believ the moſt De- 
bauched wicked Perſons ſhould be ſo much concerned for Religion ? 
But it is evident and clear, it is nor in truth Religion ſuch Perſons are 
{ſo much concerned for, but a Toleration of all Religions : That is, 
That ghey may profeſs any, or indeed, like ſome Indtferents in Fraxce, 
or ſome Hobbijts in England, rather have no ſens of Religion at all, 
which anſwers the Purpoſe of the Atheift, that denyeth a God, as 
much as of our Ditſenters and Separatiſts, which 1s not at all for the Re- 
putation, Glory and Credit ot that Religion, which hath any thing 
of Sincerity, or Truth 1a 1t, (even of the Truth as it is in Jeſus) ſo 
that whatſoever the Pleas, and Excuſes of ſuch Men are, it isa proud, 
imperious, unpeaceable and implacable Temper, which Diſorders Pub- 
lique Settlements, and throws from the Heads the C rowns, and caſts 
out of the Hands the Scepters of Monarchs, and Governors. After 
this Indroduction, give me leav to offer ſome few Inferences for Pra- 
Ctice, which may have a reſpe& unto that Dangerous, and Damna. 
ble Plot, whoſe Diſcovery we do, and' are upon this Day Solemnly, 
and Thankfully to Commemorate, and Remember. 1: Conſider how 
Hazardous, and Deſtructiv the Diverſities, and Ditterences of Opini- 
ons in Religion are unto the Truth of that Doctrin, which I have now 
handled from rhis Text of 1/ra:/, and this Nation being a Viſiblc 
Church, and how Diladvantapeous, Prejudicial, and Perillous ſuch 
Opinions, and Practiſes are unto the Publique Tranquility, Safety, 
and Intereſt of this Kingdom. When the tru Spirit of Religion was 
dwindled into nothing bat Face, and Appearanc, when a Grimace, 
a ſad, ſowr Countenanc, a Gdejetted Face, a demure Look, an affetedly 
grave, and disfigured Aſpect (the moſt uſual Diſguiſes tor a Fool or 
a Knave, and the {ijgns that our Bleſſed Lord, -the moſt Immaculate Jeſus 
gave of an Hypocritical Fait, St. Maze. vi. 16. ) did paſs tor the Infal- 
lible Crizerion of the trueſt Devotion ; and Men thought whining for the 
Wickedneſs of the Times, and cenſuring the Faults of others, a more 
undeceivable mark of ſincere Religion, then Mourning for their- awn 
Sins, and being deeply a:jected for the Aﬀronts they ottered unto Hea- 

ven 
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ven by their ſecret, tho? yet crying Cuilts : Who while they clamored 
again{t Forms of Prayer, exchanged tru Devotion for a Form of Religi- 
on, having with ſome in St. Pan/'s Days totally denyed, and loſt its 
Power, it having no Efficacy upon the Lives of Men, nor any Ap- 
pearanc, but only in their Tongues, and loud Exclamations. When 
there was no Attribute and Perfection of the Almighty ſo Glorious, 
as the Title of Lord of Hoſts, And Laſtly, When upon their mo(t 
Solemn Days of Humziation, inſtead of Humbling themſclvs in a Spi- 
ritual ſens, they Humbled their Brethren in a Literal one, bceſtgwing 
upon them the opprobrious Name of Malignants, and Delinquents , 
that they might ſeize their Eſtates, and make them the Odium of 
the People, and then pretended they had as Divine a Direction, and , 
therefore as Great a Right to take away their Lives, as an [/raclite 

had to ſlay a Canaarite; whenas in truth, it was but from the {trong 
Impuls of Covetouſneſs, and Sacriledg, tho* covered with the Pre- 
text of Zeal againſt Superſtition, and Prophanneſs, yet . was it no- 
thing but a Metamorphoſis of the Infernal Spirit, who was in that 
Age transformed into an Angel of Light, And I doubt not but he 
had been transformed into the ſame deceitful ſhape again, put on the 
{ame taking diſguiſe, if the late Accurſed, Rebellious Deſign had 
lucceecied ; For I Queſtion not but it our late, for ever to be abhor- 
red, Rebellion in the Weſt had had its (by many deſired) ſucceſs, we 
had ſeen the Engaged Perſons own, and live 1n the ſame abominable 
PraCtiſes I have now mentioned, it being tranſacted and carryed on by 
Men ot the ſame wicked Principles, and it 15 no breach of Charity ſo to 


- conjecture, it we may beliey our Publique and Authorized Lntelli- 
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genc : For there they are lately made guilty of Sacriledg in Robbing a 
Cathederal Church. Tru Chriitianity is the ſtrongeſt Defence, and 
{ecure{t Fulciment of Monarchy both in its Mandates, and Exerciſe : 
Ic enjoineth Submifhion unto every Ordinanc of Man for the Lord's ſake. 
It inſtructs us to pay the Obligations we ow unto all Perſons in their 
ſeveral Capacities. Rom. xii. 7, Render therefore unto all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute is du , Cuſtom unto whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom 
Fear, Honor unto whom Flonor, It commands Obedienc unto our Go- 
vernors in all lawful, and honeſt Matters, and patiently to lay down 
our, Lives, rather then to Rebel ; and the Holy Inſtitutor of our moſt 
Excellent Religion was the Greateſt Inſtanc of this Doctrin, and lived 

as 
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as he commanded his Diſciples, and Followers. Tho? he was Son 
and Heir unto the King, of Kings, and could command more then 
'Twelv Legions of Angels to his Aſſiſtance, yet he looked not upon 
himſelf as the Emperor's Cempetitor, nor layd he any Claym unto 
the Rowan Throne. His Empire was not from Below , but from 
Above ; and thereiore he would not engage his Diſciples in his De- 
fenc, as he (uncaumeily hike the Captain of our Salvation) declares 
unto the Roman Preiident, when he was brought as a Criminal before 
his Tribunal. St. Joh. xvii. 36. Jeſus anſwered, My Kingdom is not of 
this World :. If my Kjngdom were of this World., then would my Ser- 
wants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered unto the Jews, but now is my 
Kin: dom net from hence. Tins 1s the genuin and proper Temper of our 
Religicn, under the ſevereſt Tormenrs of the Heathen Governors, no 
Diſciple of the moſt Meck, and Holy Jeſus ever dyed as a Tray- 
tor. Tho? their Forc was conliderable, yet after the Example of 
their mot Gracious Maſter, they ſuffered with the fame Meekneſs 
as did the Lamb of God, that came to take away the Sins of the whole 
World. 2. Confider how hazardous and deltruttiv a violent, exccſſiv, 
furious and over heated Zeal is, tho? it be for that which is moſt dear 
unto us, whatloever ſecret Murmurings, or private Repinings might 
underh-nd Influenc ſome Powertul Perſons among us, who underſtand 
how to. abuſe the Paſſions of the Mobile, yet this is very apparent, 


that the firſt ſeen Opportunities, or Startings of theſe late Milcries, - 


and Plots, (which have hazarded the Safety of our Prince, and threat- 
ned the Deſtruction of the Monarchy ) were founded in a warm 
Paſſion againſt the Popiſh Intereſt, and for the Security of our Pro- 
teſtant Principles. The Popiſh Confederacy was firit defigned, thoſe 
Purpoſes, and Contrivances excited, and awakened the Sufſpitions, and 
Jealouties of all Inquifitiv, Honeſt, and Sober Perſons. And the 
Reſpet, and Regard Men had unto their Soveraign, and their E- 


ſtabliſhed Profeſſion, raiſed their Zeal into ſo great a Fervor, and Heat, 


as fore-boded a General Deſtruction, and became more Terrible, and 
Dreadful then the Miſchief it deſigned to avert, and to ſecure us from. 
There is nothing ſo diſtructiv as Zeal, when it imperiouſly governs, 
and over-tops the Conſultations of Reafon, and beats down the Ar- 
guments of Religion : And upon. this account 1t is too frequently 
known, thar Perſons who enter upon Deſigns with a warm Pretenc 
of Conſcicnc, unawares ta!l into Seditions againſt the Civil Govern- 
ment, 
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ment , and are uſually immediately obliged beyond the Innocency 
of their firſt Intentions : Nay fo far obliged, and engaged many times, 
that they cannot retire, - or come back with any Reputation, or Cre- 
dit, but muſt either overcome, or be beaten, Let us then have an 
eſpecial Regari concerning our Zeal, that we do not err, and take that 
for Caicitial Fire , which is a Flame that comes from Below ; and. 
is no hizher cher the Earth, or rather beneath that from the Bottom- 
leſs Pir. An Holy, and Devout Zeal will engage us unto a greater 
Aﬀection for our Religion, then for our Lives. Such a Zeal will keep 
us within the limits, and bounds of our Duty unto our Netghbor, 
and Brother upon Earth, eſpecially our Rulers, and Governors, what- 
ſoever Propoſal of Protit ſhould tempt us unto the contrary. To 
deſpiſe Deminions, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, in St. Jude's Phraſe, 
Vers 8.ct chat Epiiile ; and to form Delipns, and Confpiracies againſt 
the Government is a Zeal hike the wiſdom that deſcends, which is 
not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, and diveliſh, -for where 
Envy, and Strife is, there is 'A@-mz, Confuſion, that is, Tumult, 
and Unquietneſs, St. Jam. iii. 15, 16. - 3. Let antecedent Inſtances 
and Examples, and the Obſervations, and Remembrances of former _ 
Times inſtruct us to ſet a Guard upon ourſelvs, and be cautious 
againſt any ſeeming Riſlings, or tempting Motions of a Rebellious 
Temper, tho? masked with the ſpecious vizard of Religion. Sedi- 
tion. like ſome other Crimes hath ſome ſeemingly inſenſible, and 
almoſt unſeen Springs, but when thoſe Motions are cheriſhed , 
they quickly grow into the Power, and Ability of doing Miſchief. 
It is as facil a thing to ſtop thy ſelf in the Deſcent of a Prect- 
pice, when thou art 1n tiie middle thereof, as to ſtop thy felf- when 
thou haſt made an Entranc, and has for ſome ſeaſon been hurryed 
on in the ways of Wickednels : Oe in precipiti vitium ſtetit. When 
Men give way unto any Uncomly, and Unhandſom Action, they may 
underſtand at what Place they enter, but can never tell when they 
ſhall come to an end : When their Fer go down unto Death, they 
cannot ſtay themſelvs, until their Steps take hold of Hell, When Men 
undertake any wicked Enterprize, who can fathom the Concluſion 
of their Deſigns ? and who can pierc into the depth of their Ma- 
chinations? If we ſhouli make a re-ſearch into the Records of for- 
mer Ages, we ſhal tiny, that the Ditterences that wrought the De- 
{olating 
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folating :Battels that- were Fought between Greece and 74/1 , 
| Cafar_and Pompey , Auguſtus and. Anthony , did in the begin- 
ning, ſpring trom flight, and not Valuable Cauſes. Bur 
our own. Knowledg, and fad Remembrance hath largely, and 
therefore ſufficiently convinced us, how hazardous , and pe- 
Tillous it is to yield unto that we ſhould not, tho? never fo 
Inconſliderable., What. was the ground, and cauſe of our 
late direful Calamities ( the moit Aitoniſhing, and Ama- 
zing Mutation , and Confuſion the \Vorld ever beheld finc 
the molt Dolorous: Paſhon of the moſt Holy, and ever Blelfed 
Jeſus) was it not entred upon by Multitudes who never De- 
lign'd it ,. and effected the overthrow .of that, which both 
Parties. pretendedly did endeavor to fecure us from ? Was it not 
brought about by -yielding unto, : and cherithing the Phana- 
tique Freaks of the UNTHINKING MANY ? where- 
by . is tranſmitted unto Statlſemen, and Governors of Kingdoms, 
this Rule of Policy, and Inftruction, [ That there is no Ha- 
zard; or. Peril' jo -{mall and inconliderable in its beginning, 
bat Connivanc may - render it Terrible, and Sleighting. of it 
may . make it. Unconquerable. But. to return, trom whenc 
we: may have a little ſeemingly digretſled. T Queſtion not 
but ſeveral Men haye loſt their Lives upon the Account of 
Seditious Plots, and Rebellions, who: in the beginning there- 
of _ did as highly deteſt, and abhor - the Superſtitions there- 
of, as thoſe that were onc. Unſuſpected Perſons. Thus I 
doubt. got, but. it was 1n, the late Horrid Conſpiracy , and 
Rebellion, the Diſcovery, and Defeat whereof with Grate- 
fal Hearts, we this Day make a Solemn Commemoration. 
Let theſe few Inſtances I have produced, make us Cautious, 
and Wary,. oot.. 0, Jend an Ear, or hearken unto any Jea- 
-louſies' concerning, dur. Soveraign, and his Monarchy, nor to 
attend with Delight, while others make Malicious Reports 
upon the One, or the Other, Such as can with ' Pleaſure 
hearken unto Reproaches caſt upon the King, or Monarchy , 
will in a ſhort: time beliey him not capable to Govern his 
E 


SUb- 


Subjefts, Fourthly,. and” Laſtly, Let me deſire you to offer 
your Deyout, and Hearty Gratitude, and Thanks unto the 
Majeſty of Heaven, for his Gracious ProteQtion over our So- 
veraizn, and implore his Mercy for a continuanc of the ſame 
Defenc. And afſuredly, if ever we had ground to offer our 
Laud, and Thanks unto the Lord of Heaven for any Mercy , 
we ought for this, which is ſo compleat, and Teeming a 
Bleſſing, that ir extends unto all our Interefts here upon Earth. 
it we eſteem our moſt excellent way of Worſhip, our Eſtates, 
or the ſifzry of our Perions, the Publique Tranquility, and 
the Continuanc. of our Monarchy, we have cauſe to Prais the 


_ - Lord for this Deliveranc. Who 1s able without.-Trembling to 


1magin the Confuſions we had beheld at this time, had this 
Conſpiracy been compleated ? had this Rebellion had ſucceſs ? 
Who can tell by what Charafers they would have diſtin- 
guiſh'd their Party, from their Foes? Certainly the Clergy 
had ſuffered moſt, for it is ſtrongly ' believed by ſome , that 
there was not one Miniſter that wore a Black Gown, but: he 
ſhould have been Knockt on the Head, as one Popiſhly affeQted. 
Praiſed be that Good God who rideth upon the Clouds, and 
fmiles at, and diſappoints the Machinations and Contrivances 
of- ſuch Rebellious Spirits. Certainly the Nimth of Seprember 
will be Recorded in the Annals of Time, and ſhould be cele- 
; brated as an Anniverſary Gratulation, as well as the Fifth of 
November, or the Twenty ninth of May, and may deſerved- 
ly be accounted as Great a Deliveranc as the former, and as 
Valuable a Bleſſing as the latter. It being a Second Reſtaura- 
tion of his moſt Excellent Majeſty unto his own 7 5p 
and Glory, as well as unto the Comfort, and Joy of his Sub- 


jets ; whom God long preſferv, and continu amongſt us, unto 
which I hope all good Chriſtians, and Loyal SubjeQts will 
heartily, and loudly ſay, AMEN. 


( 29) | | 
Conſider what hath' been ſaid, and the Lord give you under- 
ſtanding in all things. | 


OW then unto God the Father, God the Son, 

| and God the Holy Ghoſt, be given of every one 

of us, and by this whole Kingdom, all Honor, Glory, 

Power, Prais, Might, Majeſty » and Dominon, ( par- 

ticularly for the Valuable Mercy of this Day,) from 
hencforth, and for evermore. Amen, and Amen. 
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